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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Ampthill  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  annual  report  upon  the  health,  vital  statistics  and 
sanitary  conditions  of  the  Ampthill  Urban  District  for  the  year  1947. 

A study  of  the  vital  statistics  reveals  no  variation  of  importance  from  the  previous 
year,  the  birth  rate  remaining  well  below  that  of  the  country  as  a whole. 

Unfortunately,  the  Urban  District  did  not  escape  involvement  in  the  fairly  general- 
ised outbreaks  of  infantile  paralysis  which  affected  most  of  the  country.  There  were 
two  cases  notified.  Some  degree  of  a permanent  disability  is  almost  certain  to  result 
in  one  of  these. 

The  incidence  of  the  other  notifiable  infectious  diseases  was  low,  and  there  was  no 
evidence  of  general  health  standards  being  unsatisfactory. 

I welcome  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  officials  of  the  district  and  the  staff  for 
their  helpful  co-operation. 


I have  the  honour  to  be, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


October,  1948. 


H.  E.  C.  SUTTON, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


2 


AMPTHILL  URBAN  DISTRICT 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
For  1947 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  AUTHORITY 

Medical  Officer  of  Health — H.  E.  C.  Sutton,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 
Sanitary  Inspector — Thos.  A.  Hawtin,  M.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A. 

STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  in  Acres 

Population  Census  1931 

Population  in  1947  (estimated  Mid  Year) 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  end  of  1947  . . 

Rateable  Value 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate 


1,904 

2,157 

2,858 

879 

£16,119 

£60/13/4 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

The  Town  is  midway  between  the  Boroughs  of  Luton  and  Bedford,  and  is  in  the 
centre  of  the  Ampthill  Rural  District,  45  miles  north  of  London.  The  station  is  on  the 
main  line  from  St.  Pancras  and  there  is  a bus  service  to  Luton  and  Bedford.  Healthily 
situated  on  high  ground  with  light  sandy  soil,  and  with  the  recently  acquired  Ampthill 
Park  as  a permanent  open  space,  it  has  many  natural  amenities. 

The  Park  is  to  the  North  of  the  Town  and  in  addition  to  many  clumps  and  belts 
of  trees,  contains  nearly  40  acres  of  woodlands.  Footpaths  cross  from  north  to  south 
and  from  east  to  west,  and  there  is  a small  lake  at  the  foot  of  the  northern  slope.  There 
are  two  lodges,  one  now  occupied  by  the  Town’s  Park  Keeper.  Used  during  the  1914-18 
War  as  a camp  and  training  ground  by  the  Beds.  & Herts.  Regiment,  it  contains  a 
Memorial  Cross  in  commemoration,  and  its  historical  associations  are  marked  by  Queen 
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Katherine’s  Cross  on  the  site  of  Ampthill  castle.  It  is  hoped  that  portions  now  under 
requisition  as  P.o.W.  and  agricultural  labour  camps  will  shortly  be  returned  to  the 
Council. 

Negotiations  are  in  hand  with  the  various  sports  sections  in  the  district  for  the 
allocation  of  areas  of  the  Council’s  Park  as  playing  fields,  care  however  being  taken  to 
retain  the  sylvan  nature  of  the  park.  It  is  proposed  to  lay  out  a playground  for  children 
when  the  appliances  are  available  and  times  permit. 

A fodder  mill  and  a light  engineering  factory  in  the  Town,  and  the  Bovril  works 
and  the  ebonite  factory  in  the  Rural  area  adjoining  the  Town  employ  a considerable 
number.  Many  travel  to  factories  in  Luton  and  Bedford  and  to  the  local  brickworks. 

Farming  and  market  gardening  provide  work  for  others  and  there  appeared  to  be 
little  or  no  unemployment  during  the  year. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


BIRTHS. 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Live  Births — Legitimate 

34 

17 

17 

Illegitimate 

5 

3 

2 

Total 

39 

20 

19 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  is 

13.6. 

Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  20’5. 

Still  Births — Legitimate 

4 

1 

3 

Illegitimate 

0 

0 

0 

Total 

4 

1 

3 

Rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births  is  93. 

DEATHS. 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Deaths  . . 

30 

11 

19 

giving  a death  rate  of  10.5  per  1,000  of  the  resident  population. 
Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  12. 


DEATHS  FROM  PUERPERAL  CAUSES. 

(Headings  29  & 30  of  the  Registrar-General’s  Short  List). 

Death  Rate  per  1,000 
(live  and  still)  births 

No.  29.  Puerperal  and  Post-abortion  Sepsis  - - 0 0 0 

No.  30.  Other  Puerperal  causes  - - - - 0 O'O 


0 
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MATERNAL  MORTALITY  FOR  ENGLAND  & WALES 


Abortion  with  Sepsis  — 
Abortion  without  Sepsis  — 
Puerperal  Infections  — 

v-ziutio  


0.10  per  1000  (live  and  still)  births. 


0.06  „ 
0.16  „ 
0.85  „ 


77 


77 


77  77  77  77 

77  77  77  77 

77  77  M J) 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

One  death  occurred  amongst  all  infants  under  one  year  of  age  (illegitimate),  giving 
death  rate  of  25.6  per  1,000  live  birth  . 


DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES. 


M. 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fever  . . . . . . . . 0 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 

Scarlet  Fever  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 

Whooping  Cough  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Diphtheria  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  . . . . . . . . 0 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  . . . . . . . . . . 0 

Syphilitic  Diseases  . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 

Influenza  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 

Measles  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 

Acute  Polio-myelitis  and  Polio-encephalitis  . . . . . . 0 

Acute  infective  encephalitis  . . . . . . . . . . 0 

Cancer  of  Buccal  cavity  and  Oesophagus  (M)  . . . . 0 

Cancer  of  Uterus  (F)  . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  . . . . . . . . 0 

Cancer  of  Breast  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Diabetes  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 

Intra-cranial  Vascular  lesions  . . . . . . . . . . 0 

Heart  Disease  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System..  ..  ..  ..  0 

Bronchitis  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Pneumonia  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  . . . . . . . . . . 0 

Ulceration  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  . . . . . . 0 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  . . . . . . . . . . 0 

Appendicitis  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  . . . . . . . . . . 0 

Nephritis  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 

Puerperal  and  Post-abortive  Sepsis  . . . . . . . . 0 

Other  Maternal  Causes  . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 

Premature  Birth  . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 

Congenital  Malformations,  Birth  injuries  and  infantile  Diseases  0 
Suicide  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 

Road  Traffic  Causes  . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 

Other  Violent  Causes  . . . . . . . . . . • • 1 

All  other  Causes  . . . . . . . . . . • . 0 


F. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

4 

0 

1 

6 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 


All  Causes  . . 


11  19 
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General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area. 


1.  LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

There  are  arrangements  for  specimens  to  be  examined  in  the  Pathological  Depart- 
ment of  the  Bedford  County  Hospital.  No  examinations  were  made  during  the  year. 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service,  directed  by  the  Medical  Research  Council, 
acting  for  the  Minister  of  Health,  has  established  a laboratory  at  the  Department  of 
Pathology,  Tennis  Court  Road,  Cambridge,  and  the  Town  Hall,  Luton. 

One  of  the  main  functions  of  this  service  is  to  co-operate  with  General  Practitioners 
and  Medical  Officers  of  Health  in  the  diagnosis,  prevention  and  control  of  infectious 
diseases.  For  these  purposes  the  laboratory  will  undertake  the  examination  of  material, 
e.g.  throat  swabs,  sputa,  faeces,  blood  from  any  patient  suspected  to  be  suffering  from  a 
communicable  infection,  or  of  being  a carrier. 

The  service  is  free  of  charge. 


2.  AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 


Infectious  Diseases  : An  ambulance  is  kept  at  Steppingley  Isolation  Hospital 
for  these  cases. 

Accident,  Emergency  and  Other  Cases  : — The  service  provided  by  the  Bed- 
forshire  County  Council  has  satisfactorily  met  the  increasing  demands  that  are  occurring. 
It  covers  the  full  twenty-four  hours,  and  is  free  of  charge. 

In  addition  to  moving  emergency  cases,  ambulance  or  sitting-case  car  transport 
is  available  for  carrying  patients  unable  to  travel  by  other  means  to  Hospitals  and  Clinics, 
at  which  attendance  is  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  medical  treatment. 

Except  in  the  case  of  an  emergency,  the  request  for  an  ambulance  must  be  made 
by  a Medical  Practitioner  or  other  Authorised  Person.  This  should  be  to  the  nearest 
depot. 


Depots  are  situated  as  follows  : — ■ 

Ampthill,  Claridges  Lane  . . . . . . Telephone  : Ampthill  2187. 

Woburn  Sands,  The  Woburn  Sands  & District  Ambulance 

Service,  “ Horse  Grove,”  Station  Road.  Telephone  : Woburn  Sands  3107. 
Bedford,  Newnham  Avenue  . . . . . . Telephone  : Bedford  4875. 

Biggleswade,  Crab  Lane  . . . . . . Telephone  : Biggleswade  2295. 

Dunstable,  High  Street  North  . . . . Telephone  : Dunstable  76. 

Luton,  42  Church  Street  . . . . . . Telephone  : Luton  4600. 

Linslade,  Linslade,  Leighton  Buzzard  & Wing  Division 
of  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  Headquarters, 

10  New  Road,  Linslade  . . Telephone  : Leighton  Buzzard  3332. 

Rushden,  Rushden  & District  Motor  Ambulance  Association, 

Mr.  C.  C.  Woods,  3 Purvis  Road  . . Telephone  : Rushden  403. 


3.  PROFESSIONAL  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 


General. — The  Bedfordshire  County  Nursing  Association  supplies  1 Nurse  to 
the  District.  She  attends  Midwifery  and  Maternity  cases,  and  also  minor 
Medical  and  Surgical  cases,  but  is  not  allowed  to  nurse  any  disease  of  an 
infectious  nature. 

Supervision  is  carried  out  by  the  Superintendent  of  the  County  Nursing 
Association. 

The  salary  of  this  nurse  is  made  up  by  a grant  from  the  Beds.  County 
Council,  together  with  voluntary  contributions  and  small  fees  which  are 
charged  to  non-members. 
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The  Nurse  employed  is  : — 

Nurse  Holmwood*-)-. 

* = Registered  Assistant  Nurse.  f = S.C.M. 

There  is  no  provision  for  the  treatment  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  in 
the  patients  own  home,  but  the  Council  has  arrangements  with  the  Ampthill 
R.D.C.,  for  the  treatment  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria  and  Typhoid 
Fever  at  ffie  Steppingley  Isolation  Hospital. 

MIDWIVES. 

There  is  ore  Midwife,  Nurse  Holmwood,  who  has  notified  her  intention  to 
practise  in  the  District.  She  is  employed  by  the  Nursing  Association  and  is  supervised 
by  a Committee  appointed  by  the  County  Council. 


4.  CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

These  are  undertaken  by  the  County  Council. 

Infant  Welfare  Clinic  : — 

Ampthill,  St.  George’s  Hospital,  Fridays,  2 p.m. 

Women. 

Monday,  Tuesday, 

6.0  p.m. 

Wednesday,  5.0 — 7 p.m. 
Thursday,  5.0  p.m. 
Friday,  3.0 — 5 p.m. 

, Fridays,  3.0 — 5.0  p.m. 


Venereal  Disease  Clinic  : — 

Men. 

Bedford  County  Hospital  Monday  to  Friday  (inclusive) 
(Ampthill  Road  Entrance)  4 — 8 p.m. 


Medical  Officer  in  attendance  : Wednesdays,  5.0 — 7.0  p.m. 


Chest  Clinic  : — 

The  new  Clinic  opened  on  27th  November,  1947,  at : — 
St.  Peter’s  Hospital,  Kimbolton  Road,  Bedford. 

Monday,  10  a.m. — 12  noon.  Contacts  (both  sexes). 

Monday,  2 p.m. — 3.30  p.m.  Pneumothorax  Refills. 

Tuesday,  9.30  a.m. — 11.30  a.m.  Women  and  Children  only. 
Thursday,  9.30  a.m. — 11.30  a.m.  Men  only. 

Friday,  10  a.m. — 11.30  a.m.  Pneumothorax  Refills. 
Consultant  Physician  in  attendance  alternate  Wednesdays. 


5.  HOSPITALS. 


Hospital 

Situation 

Purpose 

No.  of 
Beds 

Medical 

Staff 

Manage- 

inent. 

Isolation  Hospital  - 

- Steppingley 

Infectious  Diseases 

44 

1 

LA. 

Sanatorium  - - 

--  Mogerhanger 

Tuberculosis  - 

72 

1 

C.C. 

Beds.  County  Hospital 

--  Bedford 

General  - - 

174 

Voluntary 

St.  Peter’s  Hospital  - 

- Bedford 

General  Medical  & 
Surgical,  Maternity 
and  Children  - 

368 

2 

C.C. 

St.  George’s  Hospital  - 

- Ampthill 

Chronic  Sick  and 
Maternity  - 

80 

1 

C.C. 

Children’s  Home  - 

- Kempston 

Children  - 

45 

1 

C.C. 
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LEGISLATION  IN  FORCE. 

Adoptive  Acts. 

Public  Health  Act,  1890.  Parts  i,  ii,  iii. 

Public  Health  Act,  1925.  Parts  ii,  iii,  and  iv  (except  Section  20). 
Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933.  Section  i. 

Byelaws  and  Regulations. 

Prevention  of  Nuisances. 

Removal  of  Refuse  and  Noxious  Matter. 

Public  Sanitary  Conveniences. 

Cleansing  of  Footways. 

Offensive  Trades. 

New  Streets  and  Buildings. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892. 

Nuisances  contrary  to  Public  Decency. 


SCHOOLS 

The  following  are  situated  in  the  district : — 

1.  The  Bedford  Road  School,  Church  of  England. 

Average  number  on  roll  ..  ..  ..  ..  116 

,,  ,,  of  attendances  . . . . . . 103 

The  sanitary  conveniences  are  : — for  the  boys,  2 ; for  girls,  2 ; for  infants,  2.  They 
are  on  the  water  carriage  system  and  connected  with  the  public  sewer. 

2.  Woburn  Road  School.  This  is  a Methodist  Day  School. 

Average  number  on  the  roll  . . . . . . . . 136 

,,  ,,  of  attendances  ..  ..  ..  121 

Sanitary  conveniences  : — for  the  boys,  3 ; for  girls  and  infants,  5.  They  are  on 
the  water  carriage  system  and  connected  to  the  public  sewer. 

Closures. — It  was  unnecessary  to  close  either  of  the  schools  through  infectious 
diseases. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

1.  WATER  SUPPLY 

The  Ampthill  Urban  District  Water  Works  is  situated  at  Clophill  and  in  part 
supplies  the  Rural  District  as  well  as  the  whole  of  the  Urban  District. 

It  has  a greensand  source,  and  is  obtained  by  pumping  from  three  bore-holes. 
It  has  been  satisfactory  both  in  quality  and  quantity  during  the  year. 

Before  delivery  to  the  main  the  water  is  treated  for  hardness  with  lime  in  sedimen- 
tation tanks,  after  which  it  is  chlorinated  and  filtered. 

Routine  bacteriological  and  chemical  examinations  are  made  of  the  raw  water  and 
of  the  treated  water  before  delivery  to  the  mains.  Daily  tests  are  carried  out  for  hardness 
and  residual  chlorine.  At  intervals  of  three  months  bacteriological  examinations  are 
made  of  samples  taken  from  various  points  in  the  area  of  supply,  all  of  which  have  re- 
vealed a satisfactory  standard  of  purity,  i.e.,  no  bacillus  coli  present  in  100  c.c.’s.  Thus, 
as  there  was  no  evidence  of  contamination,  no  action  has  been  necessary  in  this  direction. 

After  treatment  the  water  is  still  hard  to  a moderate  degree.  It  has  no  plumbo- 
solvent  action. 


Number  of  houses  supplied  from  public  water  mains  885. 

Number  of  population  supplied  from  public  water  mains,  2,772. 

(i)  Direct  to  houses,  802  houses. 

(ii)  By  means  of  stand-pipes,  83  houses. 

280  yards  of  3 inch  main  was  laid  to  serve  new  housing  sites  at  Saunders  Piece  and 
Chiltern  Close. 

Well  Supplies. — One  house  with  an  inadequate  well  supply  was  reported  and 
action  was  taken  to  secure  a supply  from  the  Council’s  main. 

2.  DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

No  extensions  have  been  made. 

The  main  part  of  the  Town  is  drained  by  sewers  all  discharging  by  gravity  to  the 
sewage  disposal  works  in  Abbey  Lane.  These  works,  consisting  of  storm  water  tanks, 
settlement  tanks,  rotary  filters  and  humus  tanks,  discharge  an  effluent  into  Running 
Waters  brook,  a tributary  of  the  river  Flitt. 

There  are  houses  in  Bedford  Road  and  Station  Road  with  no  sewer  available,  and 
it  would  not  be  possible  to  drain  these  except  by  pumping.  Some  properties  in  Flitwick 
Road  could  be  drained  by  a branch  sewer,  but  at  present  have  cesspools. 

The  six  houses  in  The  Avenue  mentioned  in  the  1946  Annual  Report  are  still  depen- 
dent on  cesspools,  and  the  position  is  very  unsatisfactory.  As  only  328  yards  of  new 
sewer  is  required  it  is  hoped  that  negotiations  now  in  hand  will  be  successful. 

3.  RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

No  action  to  check  pollution  has  been  necessary. 

4.  CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

All  houses  have  water  closets,  with  the  exeption  of  ten  outlying  cottages,  which 
have  earth  closets.  These  are  isolated  lodges  and  agricultural  labourers’  dwellings. 

5.  PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

A weekly  collection  of  house  refuse  is  made  in  the  built  up  portion  of  the  Town, 
and  properties  on  the  outskirts  are  visited  at  quarterly  intervals. 

The  work  is  carried  out  by  contract,  with  a pneumatic  tyred  covered  tip-cart, 
Tipping  was  continued  at  Cox’s  Pond,  and  negotiations  are  proceeding  for  the  use  of 
a new  tip,  the  former  having  become  almost  exhausted.  The  destruction  of  rats  by 
the  Beds.  A.E.C.  Pests  Department  was  satisfactorily  carried  out  under  an  annual  con- 
tract. 

6.  SALVAGE. 

The  following  materials  have  been  salvaged  and  sold  during  the  year  : — 


tons. 

cwts. 

qrs. 

Paper 

11 

14 

1 

Textiles  (Rag,  String,  etc.) 

1 

2 

0 

Bones 

6 

2 

Total  . . 

13 

2 

3 

This  shews  an  increase  on  the  previous  year  of  26  cwts.  A good  deal  of  paper  is 
still  thrown  in  the  dust  bin,  instead  of  being  placed  separately  for  salvage. 
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6.  SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 


Tabular  Statement  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Summary  of  Sanitary  defects  found  and  remedied  during  the  year : — 


Premises  with  Defective  and  Insanitary  Closets 
„ „ „ „ „ Drains 

,,  ,,  ,,  Roofs,  Chimneys  and  Spouting 

„ „ „ Walls  and  Ceilings  . . 

,,  „ ,,  Windows,  Insufficient  Light  and 

Ventilation 

„ „ „ Water  Supply 

Dirty  Premises 
Damp  Premises 
Other  Dilapidations 
Unsound  Meat  and  Foods 
Accumulations  of  Offensive  Matter 
Rooms  Disinfected  for  Scarlet  Fever 
,,  ,,  „ Other  diseases . 

Houses  Disinfested  for  Bed-bugs,  Fleas,  etc, 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  served 
,,  ,,  Defective  Premises 


55 

10 

45 

8 

6 

5 
1 

6 
3 

24 

2 

5 

2 

2 

164 

139 


7.  SHOPS  AND  OFFICES. 

Sanitary  conveniences  at  shops,  offices  and  other  workplaces  were  found  to  be 
suficient  and  satisfactory. 

Power  cuts  and  fuel  difficulties  interfered  with  the  maintenance  of  proper  tem- 
pentures,  but  these  were  beyond  the  control  of  the  proprietors.  No  action  was  found 
necessary  with  regard  to  ventilation,  or  under  Circular  1600. 


8.  CAMPING  SITES. 

(1)  Number  of  sites  used  in  1947 


10. 


(2)  ,,  ,,  ,,  in  respect  of  which  licenses  have  issued  under 

Section  269  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1936  . . . . . . Nil. 

(3)  Estimated  maximum  number  of  campers  at  one  time  during  1947  . . Nil. 
This  is  exclusive  of  Government  controlled  camps. 


9.  SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 


No  action  was  found  necessary. 

10.  ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 

1 . (a)  No.  of  Council  Houses  found  to  be  infested  . . Nil. 

(b)  No.  of  other  Houses  found  to  be  infested  . . 2. 

Disinfested  . . 2. 

1.  Method  employed — spraying  with  “ Zaldecide.” 

3.  Inspection  is  made  of  the  present  habitation  before  removal  to  ensure  that 
furniure  and  belongings  of  new  Council  House  tenants  are  free  from  vermin, 
k Disinfestation  is  carried  out  by  Local  Authority. 

i.  Re-infestation  is  guarded  against  by  re-inspection,  supervision  and  advice. 
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HOUSING 

Twenty-five  traditional  houses  in  Chiltern  Close  and  six  prefabricated  bungalows 
in  Alameda  Walk  were  completed  and  occupied  during  the  year. 

Sitework  and  slabs  for  the  bungalows  were  completed  in  April,  but  the  bungalows 
were  not  delivered  until  August. 

The  selection  of  tenants  was  made  on  a points  basis,  with  special  emphasis  on  over- 
crowding, families  in  lodgings  or  rooms,  illness,  and  service  with  Armed  Forces. 

Two  special  meetings  of  the  full  Council  were  devoted  to  the  allocation  of  the  31 
dwellings. 

On  the  layout  previously  prepared  by  Professor  A.  E.  Richardson,  F.S.A., 
F.R.I.B.A.,  for  49  houses  and  12  flats,  sanction  to  proceed  for  tender  for  12  houses 
was  received,  and  the  negotiations  are  in  hand. 


Plans  under  Byelaws  have  been  received  for  : — 


3 houses. 

1 temporary  bungalow. 

2 additions  to  dwellings. 

3 garden  sheds. 

1 conversion  of  old  Cinema  to  dance  hall. 
Town  and  Country  Planning. 


4 additions  to  factories. 

1 conversion  of  cooking  depot  to  sclool 

premises. 

2 huts  for  Cadet  headquarters. 

2 agricultural  buildings 

1 alterations  and  additions  to  shop. 


Twenty-seven  Interim  Development 
liminary  enquiries. 


Applications  were  received  and  two  pre- 


All  applications  were  submitted  to  the  North  Beds.  Joint  Town  Planning  Committee, 
and  the  Committee’s  recommendations  were  adopted  in  each  case. 

Twenty-six  applications  were  granted,  one  preliminary  enquiry  provisionally 
approved,  one  application  was  refused  and  one  preliminary  enquiry  adjourned 

On  the  appeal  of  the  applicant  to  the  Ministry,  a Public  Enquiry  was  held  on  the 
refusal  of  Interim  Development  approval  for  the  change  of  user  of  the  old  Cinewa  to 
a Dance  Hall  when  the  Council’s  decision  was  upheld. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


(a)  Milk  Supply. — There  are  three  producers  and  three  retailers.  One  prodicer 
is  licensed  to  produce  T.T.  milk  and  one  Accredited.  One  retailer  is  licensel  to 
sell  Pasteurised  and  T.T.  milk.  One  retailer  from  outside  the  District  has  a Sujple- 
mentary  Licence  to  sell  Pasteurised  Milk.  The  premises  have  been  periodically  in- 
spected. 

(i b ) Meat  and  Other  Foods. — The  following  have  been  condemned  as  unft  for 
human  consumption  : — 

178  lbs.  Beef  ; 27-|  lbs.  Offal  ; 141  tins  Corned  Meat  ; 6 tins  Sausage  ; lr  tins 
Vegetables  ; 9 tins  Milk  ; 7 tins  Fish  ; 7 tins  other  Foods. 

Butchers'  Shops. 

Periodical  inspections  of  the  four  shops  have  been  made,  and  the  premises  found 
to  be  satisfactory. 

Bakehouses,  etc. 

Two  bakehouses  and  shops  were  visited  at  intervals  and  found  to  be  satisfictory . 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AND 
OTHER  DISEASES. 

The  Steppingley  Isolation  Hospital  receives  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria  and 
Typhoid  Fever  from  the  district. 

Number  of  Patients  remaining  in  Hospital,  on  January  1st,  1947  : — 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 2 

Diphtheria  . . - 

Other  cases  . . . . - 

Admissions  during  the  year 
Scarlet  Fever  4. 

Discharges  during  the  year  : — ■ 

Scarlet  Fever  6. 

Deaths  : — Nil. 

Number  of  Patients  remaining  in  Hospital,  December  31st,  1947  : — Nil. 

Other  cases  were  also  admitted  to  Isolation  Hospitals  as  follows  : — 

Oakley  Isolation  Hospital. — 2 cases  of  Infantile  Paralysis. 

Spittlesea  Isolation  Hospital : — Suspected  Infantile  Paralysis,  finally  diagnosed 
non-infectious  disease. 

Suspected  Paratyphoid,  finally  diagnosed  as  food  poisoning. 


NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Scarlet  Fever. — Four  cases  were  notified.  These  were  all  treated  in  hospital  and 
made  a satisfactory  recovery. 

Measles. — There  were  four  cases  notified. 

Whooping  Cough. — There  were  two  cases  notified. 

Infantile  Paralysis. — There  were  two  cases  notified.  They  were  both  treated  in 
the  Oakley  Isolation  Hospital.  There  is  a likelihood  of  some  degree  of  permanent 
disability  resulting  in  one  case,  whilst  in  the  other  this  is  less  likely. 


NON-NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

No  epidemic  was  brought  to  my  notice  during  the  year. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 
(Other  than  Tuberculosis). 


Jaundice 

Measles 

Polio-Myelitis 

Pneumonia 

Cerebro-Spinal 

Meningitis 

Scarlet 

Fever 

l Whooping 
Cough 

Total  cases  notified 
Removed  to  Hospital 
Total  Deaths 

4 

2 

2 

4 

4 

2 

Cases  under  1 year 
Deaths  under  1 year 
Cases,  1 — 2 years 
Deaths,  „ 

Cases,  2 — 3 years 
Deaths  ,, 

Cases,  3 — 4 years 
Deaths,  ,, 

Cases,  4 — 5 years 
Deaths,  „ 

Cases,  5 — 10  years 
Deaths,  „ 

Cases,  10 — 15  years 
Deaths,  „ 

Cases,  15 — 20  years 
Deaths,  ,, 

Cases,  20 — 35  years 
Deaths,  ,, 

Cases,  35  to  45  years 
Deaths,  ,, 

Cases,  45 — 65  years 
Deaths  ,, 

Cases,  65  years  and  over 
Deaths, 

• * 

2 

2 

•• 

• • 
.. 

•• 

• • 
2 

• • 

3 

i 

1 

1 

i 

ARTIFICIAL  IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA. 

Table  1 below  gives  the  numbers  of  children  in  age  groups  who  have  during  the 
the  year  under  review,  and  at  any  time  previously,  received  a full  course  of  Immunisa- 
tion. 


The  figures  show  a slight  rise  for  those  in  the  pre-school  age  group  from  32.2  per 
cent,  to  32.4  per  cent,  and  a fall  from  98  per  cent,  to  96.7  per  cent,  for  those  in  the  school 
age  group,  as  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

107  children  were  re-inoculated. 

Immunisation  may  be  obtained  at  the  Welfare  Clinic,  at  School  or  at  General 
Practitioners’  Surgeries,  entirely  free  of  charge  ; the  expense  being  borne  in  the  case 
of  those  below  school  age  by  the  County  Council,  and  the  remainder  by  the  Urban 
District  Council. 
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1.  Immunisation  in  Relation  To  Child  Population. 


Number  of  children  who  had  completed  a full  course  of  Immunisation  at  any  time 
to  Dec.  31st,  1947. 


Age  at 
31-12-47 

under  1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5-9 

10-14 

Total 

i.e.,  born  in  year 

1947 

1946 

1945 

1944 

1943 

1938-42 

1933-37 

under  15 

Number 

Immunised 

0 

12 

9 

34 

22 

194 

182 

453 

v 

v 

'V y 

—j 

Estimated 
Mid  Year 
Population  1947 


237 


389 


2.  DIPHTHERIA  NOTIFICATIONS  AND  DEATHS  IN  RELATION  TO 

IMMUNISATION. 


Notifications 

Deaths 

Age  at  date  of 
Notification 

Number  of 
cases  noti- 
fied 

No.  of  cases 
included  in 
preceding 
column  in 
which  child 
had  com- 
pleted a full 
course  of  im- 
munisation 

i 

Age  at  date 
of  Death 

Number  of 
Deaths 

No.  of  cases 
included  in 
preceding 
column  in 
which  child 
had  com- 
pleted a full 
course  of  im- 
munisation 

Under  1 

Under  1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

3 

3 

4 

4 

5-9 

5-9 

10-14 

10-14 

Totals 

0 

0 

Totals 

0 

0 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


All  Tuberculosis  cases  have  been  notified,  therefore  the  ratio  of  non-notified  Tuber- 
culosis Deaths  to  total  Tuberculosis  Deaths  is  nil. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  and  Public 

Health  Act,  1936,  Section  172. 

No  action  was  required  to  be  taken  under  these  Acts. 


SCABIES  ORDER,  1941. 

By  arrangements  with  the  Borough  of  Bedford,  infected  persons  are  treated  at  the 
Borough  Treatment  Centre,  Commercial  Road,  Bedford,  at  the  cost  of  2s.  Od.  per 
treatment. 

Where  possible,  arrangements  are  always  made  for  the  other  members  of  the  house- 
hold to  attend  for  treatment  as  contacts  at  the  same  time  as  the  infected  person  or  per- 
sons. 

During  the  year  under  review  12  treatments  were  given. 

The  Scabies  Order,  1941,  ceased  to  be  operative  at  the  end  of  1947.  In  future 
verminous  conditions  will  be  dealt  with  under  normal  Statutory  Powers,  as  contained 
in  the  Public  Health  Acts  for  dealing  with  Verminous  Conditions. 
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CANCER. 


Distribution  of  Males — 

1.  Buccal  Cavity  and  Oesophagus 

2.  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

3.  All  other  sites 

Distribution  of  Females — 

1.  Uterus 

2.  Stomach  and  Duodenum  . . 

3.  Breast 

4.  All  other  sites 


0 

0 

1 — aged  76. 

1— aged  77. 

0 

0 

4— aged  67,  70,  82,  53. 


, kPdF'uENuI(?l  °F  BLINDNESS-— No  action  was  required  under  Section  176 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 
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Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 

PART  1 OF  THE  ACT. 


1. — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary 
Inspectors). 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  oi 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4,  and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

4 

4 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in  which  Section 
7 is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 

6 

6 

1 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority  f(ex- 
cluding  out-workers’  premises) 

2 

6 



— 

Total 

12 

16 

1 

— 

2.— CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 

(If  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more  separate  occasions  they  should 
be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more  “ cases  ”). 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  wh 

ch  defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Refer 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

red 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 
Overcrowding  (S.2) 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 
Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 
Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6) 
Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  insufficient 

( b ) Unsuitable  or  defective  . . 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 
Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not 

including  offences  relating 
to  Outwork) 

1 

1 

Total 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT. 


OUTWORK 
(Sections  110  and  111) 


Section  110 

Section  111 

Nature  of  Work 

No.  of 
outworkers 
in  August 
listrequired 
by  Sect. 
110  (1)  (c) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  sending 
lists  to  the 
Council 

No.  of 
prosecu- 
tions for 
failure  to 
supply  lists 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwhole- 
some 
premises 

Notices 

served 

Prosecutions 

Wearing  apparel — 
Making,  etc. 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

f i.e..  Electrical  Stations  (Section  103  (1)),  Institutions  (Section  104),  and  sites  of  Building 
Operations  and  Works  of  Engineering  Construction  (Sections  107  and  108). 


